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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA–WESTERN AUSTRALIA PARTNERSHIP 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [6.21 pm]: I rise tonight with pleasure to discuss an 
issue that has been very topical across Parliament House and all of Western Australia today. As we know, the 
people of the United States of America held their general election overnight. They had the important task of 
electing the forty-fifth president of their republic. The people cast their vote and through that vote 
Donald J. Trump was elected as the forty-fifth President of the United States of America. It is a very big day for 
not only the United States, but also Australia and Western Australia, because, as members know, the 
United States is a major trading partner of Australia and a lot of the trade we have with the United States 
emanates here in Western Australia. The United States is not only the third largest trading partner of Australia, 
but also the largest overseas investor in Australia, with over 27 per cent of all overseas investment coming from 
the United States, with more than $750 billion invested in Australia. Of course, Australians also invest overseas, 
and by far the largest destination for Australian investment overseas is the United States of America. Australians 
invests around $600 billion in the United States of America and a lot of that comes from Australian pooled 
superannuation and investment funds that carry the retirement savings of many Australians. We are very major 
trading partners with the USA. We know, of course, of the iconic American multinational companies that have 
invested in oil and gas, and mining and resources in Western Australia. They are extraordinarily important 
investments. However, Americans invest in a lot of sectors beyond that, including the defence sector. We know 
we have a great capability here in Western Australia in defence. 
We know about our historic links with the USA. We know that Art Linkletter invested in Esperance in 
agriculture in the 1950s and drove an American investment wave in agriculture in Western Australia. Earlier this 
week, the iconic Margaret River winery Laurance Wines was sold for $20 million to US investors. I know that is 
a region that Mr President himself knows and enjoys very, very well. 
We have amazing trading links with the USA. Those links are backed up by the Australia-United States Free 
Trade Agreement that was signed in 2004 and came into being, officially, in 2005. It is extraordinarily important. 
We have more than just trade links with the USA. We have cultural links, we hold similar values and we have 
been allies in conflict and in peace for many years. As Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said today, we share 
the interests and values of the American people very closely. We fought side by side in World War II and in 
many conflicts since then—Korea, Vietnam and in the more recent conflicts in the Middle East. In peace, we 
have secured our alliance through the original ANZUS Treaty, and then through further treaties to secure our 
alliance in peace and in war with the United States. It is very important that any new President of the 
United States respects and values Australia and the role of Australia–US relations. 

It was heartwarming to hear the new President-elect, Donald Trump, say today that although he would always 
put America’s interests first, he would deal fairly with everybody. He said, “We will seek common ground, not 
hostility; partnership, not conflict.” I congratulate Donald J. Trump on his election as the forty-fifth President of 
the United States of America. I put on the record that we Australians have common ground with the 
United States of America. We do not have hostility; we have common ground. We Australians have proved over 
many decades that we will work in partnership with the United States of America, not in conflict with the 
United States of America. We are the United States’ best ally and Western Australia is not only one of the 
United States’ best allies, but also a very welcoming destination for US investment that will grow trade and 
relations between our two nations for mutual benefit. I trust that the incoming President will understand this and 
work to further those bonds and links so that both our nation of Australia and the nation of our great ally the 
United States of America continue to prosper as we embark on this bold and brave new twenty-first century. 

House adjourned at 6.27 pm 
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